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ED 195-B- Middle School Curriculum and Assessment 

Summer I—2006
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	Instructor: 


George B. Lipscomb

Office: 


101-I Hipp Hall

Class Times:                          M-TH 9:00-11:45

Room:                                     HH 202

Phone: 


(864) 294-3397

E-mail: 


george.lipscomb@furman.edu

Office Hours: 

by appointment

Course Web Page:                       http://web.mac.com/drlipscomb/iWeb/MSCA/mscahome.html



VISION STATEMENT

The Teacher Education Program at Furman University prepares educators who are scholars and leaders.

MISSION STATEMENT

Furman University prepares teachers and administrators to be scholars and leaders who use effective pedagogy, reflect critically on the practice of teaching, promote human dignity, and exemplify ethical and democratic principles in their practice.  Furman is committed to a program of teacher education that calls for collaborative, interdependent efforts throughout the academic learning community.
EMPHASIS AREAS

In keeping with the mission of Furman's Teacher Education Program, this course will emphasize:

•
Mastery of subject matter

•
Understanding of philosophical, historical, and sociological foundations of education

•
Understanding of human development and its implications for learning

•
Understanding of social/cultural relationships

•
Understanding the interrelationship of curriculum, instruction, and assessment

•
Practice of critical inquiry and reflection on teaching and learning

•
Opportunities for leadership development

•
Opportunities to study and practice effective communication

•
Collaboration with peers and others

TEXTS AND READINGS
Schurr, S.L., Thomason, J and Thomason, M. (1996). Teaching at the middle level: A professional’s handbook.  Lexington, MA: DC Heath & Co. 

Tileston, D.W. (2004).  What every teacher should know about student assessment.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin.   

***additional readings will be provided by the instructor as the course progresses

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Current research and best practices will be used as the foundation for acquiring fundamental knowledge of the major components of middle education. Emphasis will be placed on curriculum development and delivery, diverse assessment methods, interdisciplinary teaching, use of technology and effective pedagogy for the middle level student.

Topics include:

· Curriculum alignment and articulation

· State and national content and process standards

· Unit and lesson planning and structure

· Quality assessment in the classroom

· Choices in assessment and grading

NMSA Standards covered most directly in the course:

Standard 3. Middle Level Curriculum and Assessment
 Middle level masters candidates understand and analyze the major concepts, principles, theories, and research related to middle level curriculum and assessment, and they apply that knowledge in the practice.

Standard 5. Middle Level Instruction and Assessment
Middle level masters candidates understand and analyze the major concepts, principles, theories, and research related to effective middle level instruction and assessment, and they apply a variety of effective strategies to meet the varying abilities, interests, and learning styles of all young adolescents.
COURSE SCHEDULE (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

June 12 

Class Focus: go over syllabus; Gardner-Multiple Intelligences; what is curriculum? 

June 13
Reading: VanSledtight (depth vs. breadth); S,T, & T Module 4

Class Focus: curriculum alignment; depth vs. breadth in instruction; curriculum models 

June 14
Reading: S,T& T Module 4

Class Focus: introduction to integrated unit; district/ state level curriculum formation

June 15

DUE: First article

Reading: S,T& T Module 3

Class Focus: present articles; the middle school program (teaming, scheduling, advisor/advisee programs) 

June 19
Reading: S,T& T Module 5 (Topics 1-7)

Class Focus:  Best practices in teaching
June 20

DUE: integrated unit topic/ rationale/ essential question

Reading: S,T& T Module 5 (Topics 8-14)

Class Focus: Best practices in teaching

June 21

Reading: S,T& T Module 5 Topic 15; Meridian (http://www.ncsu.edu/meridian/)
Class Focus: Instructional Technology/ computers

June 22

DUE: Second  article

Reading: Lipscomb- “I Guess it Was Pretty Fun”; Dodge

Class Focus: present 2nd set of articles; more on technology/ WebQuests

June 26

Reading: Tileston Ch. 1,2, 3

Class Focus: what is assessment?; what do students really know; teacher-made tests

June 27

DUE: unit  outline; sample lesson plan

Reading: Tileston Ch 5; S,T& T Module 6

Class Focus: authentic assessment; portfolios, journals, etc.

June 28

Reading: Tileston Ch. 6

Class Focus: rubrics; more on assessment
June 29

Reading: Tileston Ch. 7
Class Focus: review/ building aligned assessments

July 3

Class Focus: unit preparation

July 4- NO CLASS-INDEPENDENCE DAY

July 5

Read: Tileston Ch. 8
Class Focus:  last minute unit questions; State and National level assessments
July 6

DUE: Integrated Units

Class Focus: Class Wrap-up; presentations of units

ASSIGNMENTS

2 Articles (10% each/ 20% total)

Review (30%)

Integrated Unit (40%)

Participation and Dispositions (10%)

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

Article Summaries (Due June 15, 22) (10% each/ 20% total)

For this assignment you are to locate and make a copy (for me) of a scholarly article dealing with some aspect of middle level curriculum (June 15) and best practice at the middle level (June 22). For these articles, you should: 

1) Briefly summarize the main points made in the article about middle school curriculum/ best practice (no more than ½ page)

2) Pose to the reader what you believe to be the most important question to emerge from the article.

3) Provides a 2-3 page, double-spaced answer to that question that demonstrates careful reading, reflection, and synthesis.  Information from class readings/ discussion would be included here

4) Be prepared to make a brief summary of your article to the class on the assigned date.

5) Follow rules of acceptable grammar, style, and documentation. (Includes internal documentation and reference page)
***This article should be scholarly, or at least semi-scholarly if possible.  We will go over examples of both in class.

Review (30%)

This assessment is designed to assess how well you are meeting the stated objectives of this course. In addition, it provides the opportunity for you to demonstrate how well you can connect readings, activities, discussions, etc. to the major topics discussed in class. This review will contain an assortment of multiple choice, ID, short answer and essay questions. 

Integrated Unit (40%) 

Candidates will prepare an integrated unit consistent with the state standards at the middle level. The unit must address SC standards from at least two content areas (science, math, social studies, language arts). Please follow the assigned rubric for specific guidelines (to be handed out later in the course)

Objectives: Through this assignment, students should be able to demonstrate

· the ability to plan and implement a unit based on a relevant topic

· thorough knowledge of a topic appropriate for middle level students

· the ability to adapt instruction to meet the instructional needs of individuals within a classroom
· the ability to gauge student learning using a variety of assessments
IMPORTANT CHECKPOINTS FOR THE INTEGRATED UNIT

June 20- Topic, rationale, essential question(s) 

June 27- Unit outline and sample lesson plan 

July 6- Unit due/ presentations

***Many more details to come as the course progresses.


Participation and Dispositions (10%)

Participation is a crucial component of this course and throughout I expect you to:

1. Read and prepare for class

2. Participate productively in class discussions and learning activities 

In accordance with the conceptual framework of the Furman Education Department, we are aspiring for “Educators who are scholars and leaders are caring and thoughtful individuals who respond to the needs and experiences of students and others with whom they interact.” In this course, I expect you to conduct yourself in a professional manner and respect others in the class.

In the event that you are absent from class (planned or otherwise), I expect you to let me know PERSONALLY via e-mail or phone. Please do not relay this information through other sources. More than one absence will result in a deduction from this component of your final grade.

Communication (preferably by e-mail) is essential in this course, so let me know any scheduling conflicts or other issues ASAP.

CONCERNING YOUR WORK

Assignments are due on the dates shown on the syllabus. Late work (articles, unit) will be penalized (generally 10 points per class day late). Computer crashes or printer malfunctions are NOT grounds for excuses. I will be more than happy to field concerns about your work individually outside of class time.

 

GRADING SCALE

A 93-100

A- 91-92

B+ 88-90

B 83-87

B- 81-82

C+ 78-80

C 73-77

C- 71-72

D+ 68-70

D 63-67

D- 61-62

F 60 or below

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

I expect that the work you turn in during this course will be yours.  Make sure that you are familiar with the “Plagiarism & Academic Integrity” pamphlet distributed by the university. Be particularly careful with resources that you encounter on the Internet.  Furman’s policy on Academic Dishonesty will be followed if evidence of academic dishonesty is found.  

Furman University, the Education Department, and your professor are strongly committed to students performing as scholars while in all their courses.  Such a commitment means that we expect the highest standards in written and oral performances—including a student’s understanding and application of academic honesty and scholarly documentation of all work.  In this course, students will be expected to follow APA guidelines.  Help for writing, presenting, and documentation will be provided by the professor and additional documenting help may be found at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_apa.html
DISABILITY STATEMENT

Students with disabilities who need accommodations should contact The Office of Disability Services, at 294-2322.  Please let me know early in the term if you do so.  All discussions will remain confidential.

OTHER CONCERNS/ COMMENTS

· I have tried to anticipate as many eventualities as possible, but if I need to make changes in the syllabus or grading policies, I will adjust the syllabus and appropriate rubrics as necessary.

· If you are going to miss class for ANY reason, let me know as soon as you can. You are expected to be here unless I hear otherwise.
· Because we are in a fairly new building, please follow regulations concerning food and drink; also take care of the chairs and desks; be especially careful with laptop computers.

· Cell phones, beepers, etc. are a big distraction; PLEASE turn off before coming to class as a common courtesy. 
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