Geography 30: 

Principles of Geography

Fall 2007
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Instructor: 


Dr. George B. Lipscomb

Office: 


101-I Hipp Hall

Phone: 


294-3397

E-mail: 


george.lipscomb@furman.edu

Class Web Page: 

http://facweb.furman.edu/~glipscomb/ggy30.html




Blackboard
Class Times/ Location: 
T,TH 11:00-12:50; F 12:00-12:50

Hipp Hall 205   

Office Hours: 
T, TH 9:00-11:00

REQUIRED TEXTS

De Blij, H.J. & Muller, P.O. (2007). Concepts and regions in geography. 3rd Ed. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Friedman, T.L. (2006). The World Is Flat: A Brief History of the 21st Century. Updated and Expanded Edition. New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux.

***Additional readings (both in print and from the web) will be provided as the term progresses. Please consult the course web page for updates.

COURSE DESCRIPTION (CATALOGUE)

Introduction to Geography through the study of basic concepts (such as landforms, climate, regions, land-human relationships) and the application of these concepts to selected regions of the world.

(EXPANDED)

GGY30 will explore the world in broad terms using 12 geographic realms as the focus of study.  Within each unit, we will examine the impact of physical, political, cultural, human, and other factors on the given region.  While we will be using a broad lens to view given regions, you will be working individually to examine a geographic topic of interest in much greater depth.  We will also be reading The World Is Flat, which will help to illustrate the idea of globalization and how interconnected the world really is.  It is my hope that you leave this course with a greater understanding of various geographic realms, and more importantly, recognize the interdependence among the countries, regions, and peoples of the world.

GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS

[image: image2.wmf]
The following standards, while technically based for K-12 students, will serve as a guide for portions of the course.  Please make yourself familiar with these standards:

The Geographically Informed Person knows and understands . . . 

THE WORLD IN SPATIAL TERMS: 

STANDARD 1: How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report information.

STANDARD 2: How to use mental maps to organize information about people, places, and environments.

STANDARD 3: How to analyze the spatial organization of people, places, and environments on Earth's surface.

PLACES AND REGIONS: 

STANDARD 4: The physical and human characteristics of places.

STANDARD 5: That people create regions to interpret Earth's complexity.

STANDARD 6: How culture and experience influence people's perception of places and regions.

PHYSICAL SYSTEMS: 

STANDARD 7: The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth's surface.

STANDARD 8: The characteristics and spatial distribution of ecosystems on Earth's surface.

HUMAN SYSTEMS: 

STANDARD 9: The characteristics, distribution, and migration of human populations on Earth's surface.

STANDARD 10: The characteristics, distributions, and complexity of Earth's cultural mosaics.

STANDARD 11: The patterns and networks of economic interdependence on Earth's surface.

STANDARD 12: The process, patterns, and functions of human settlement.

STANDARD 13: How forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth's surface.

ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY: 

STANDARD 14: How human actions modify the physical environment.

STANDARD 15: How physical systems affect human systems.

STANDARD 16: The changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources.

THE USES OF GEOGRAPHY: 

STANDARD 17: How to apply geography to interpret the past.

STANDARD 18: To apply geography to interpret the present and plan for the future.
COURSE SCHEDULE BY DATE (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

September 11 

Class Focus: Welcome, Class Picture, Course Overview, and Geography Meet 

September 13
Reading: de Blij and Muller—Introduction; 

Class Focus: pre-assessment; define geography; regional approach

September 14

Reading: de Blij and Muller—Introduction; 

Class Focus: maps (online and print); Google Earth

September 18
Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 3

Class Focus: North America (U.S.); Virginia in the South?

September 20

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 3

Class Focus: physical geography; Canada

September 21
Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 4 

Class Focus: MAP CHECK 1; Intro. to Middle America

September 25 

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 4 

Class Focus: Middle America; Mexico City; Caribbean- economic geography

September 27

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 5

Class Focus: South America; the Amazon; deforestation

September 28

Reading: Friedman pp. 1-200 (chapters 1,2)
Class Focus: The World Is Flat discussion

October 2

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 5

Class Focus: South America; the Andes; Full Circle

October 4

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 1

Class Focus: MAP CHECK 2; Europe; the European Union
October 5- NO CLASS

October 9

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 2 

Class Focus: finish up Europe, Russia introduction

October 11

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 2

Class Focus- Russia; Chechnya; Chernobyl; MAP CHECK 3
October 12

Reading: Friedman chapters 3,4
Class Focus: The World Is Flat discussion

October 16

Class Focus- Midterm

October 23

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 7

Class Focus: North Africa/ Middle East; Egypt (Aswan High Dam); diffusion (Islam)

October 25

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 7

Class Focus: Iraq/ Current Events; Sudan (Darfur)

October 26

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 6

Class Focus: Subsaharan Africa intro 

October 30

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 6

Class Focus: Subsaharan Africa; South Africa; AIDS
November 1

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 8; 

Class Focus: MAP CHECK 4; South Asia; demography/ population; Everest

November 2

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 9

Class Focus: Worlds Apart-Mongolia

November 6

Due: Outline, work sample, preliminary resource page

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 9

Class Focus: economic geography (China, Japan, Hong Kong) 

November 8

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 10 

Class Focus: MAP CHECK 5; Southeast Asia; territorial morphology (types of states); Christmas tsunami of 2004

November 9 

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 11, 12

Class Focus: Australia; population

November 13

Reading: de Blij and Muller Ch. 11, 12;

Class Focus: Australia; New Zealand, Antarctica

November 15

Reading: Globalization articles

Class Focus: MAP CHECK 6; Culture; Conflict and cooperation

November 16

Reading: Globalization articles

Class Focus: Technology; the Environment

November 27
Reading: Globalization articles; Friedman Ch. 11-15

Class Focus: Trade; Human rights

November 29, November 30-NO CLASS- work on papers

December 4

Due:  Globalization papers

Class Focus: presentations; wrap-up/ evaluation

December 7: Final Exam (2:30-5:00)
ASSIGNMENTS

Participation/ Artifacts 


(10%)

Map Checks 




(18%)

Midterm 




(20%)

Globalization Paper



(25%)

Final 





(27%)

EXPLANATION OF ASSIGNMENTS

Participation/ Artifacts (10%)- [attendance, reading, discussions, maps, etc.]

Participation is a crucial component of GGY 30. Just being present physically does not guarantee maximum points for this component of your grade. Reading from assigned chapters in Concepts and Regions in Geography, The World Is Flat, and other relevant articles will serve as a framework for classroom activities. Make sure to keep up with your reading and contribute to class discussions.

Throughout the duration of this course, you will also complete various activities that correspond to the national geography standards.  For each of these essential elements

[I. THE WORLD IN SPATIAL TERMS, II. PLACES AND REGIONS, III. PHYSICAL SYSTEMS, IV. HUMAN SYSTEMS, V. ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY, VI. THE USES OF GEOGRAPHY] we will have a corresponding activity in class that will allow you to demonstrate your understanding of the related concept. Each of these assignments will be evaluated according to your understanding of the standard and completion of the assignment. If you are not in class on these days, PLEASE make sure that you check with the instructor to make up the required artifact.

***In the event that you are absent from class (planned or otherwise), I expect you to let me know PERSONALLY via e-mail or phone. Please do not relay this information through other sources. More than TWO absences will result in a deduction from this component of your final grade. (generally .5 per additional absence/ The Friday class will count just as the Tuesday or Thursday class in terms of attendance)

Map Checks (18%)

Before each unit of study, you will need to complete an outline map with appropriate cities, countries, landforms, etc. (countries and maps available on Moodle).  I expect you to have these maps completed when we begin talking about each region in order to facilitate classroom discussion and help you locate many of the places we will discuss in class.  You will have 6 checks during the term to help you demonstrate your knowledge of these items.  

Midterm (20%)/ Final (27%) 

The midterm and the final exam are designed to provide you the opportunity to demonstrate how well you can connect readings, activities, discussions, etc. to the major topics discussed in the course. 

The reviews will contain a mixture of multiple choice, ID, short answer, essay, and other types of questions. 

The final exam will focus primarily on the second part of the course, but will also contain several questions that will ask you to tie together major themes of the course—especially globalization.

Globalization Paper (25%)

After our discussion of globalization, you will pick one of the six areas that we have covered in class and expand on it further while comparing various parts of the world.  More details will come later in the course.  Due Dec. 4
CONCERNING YOUR WORK

Assignments are due on the date shown on the syllabus. (or web page in case of changes) Late work [globalization paper] will be penalized 10 points for each class period it is late. (Computer crashes, printer malfunctions, etc. are NOT grounds for excuses.  I will occasionally add points for truly outstanding work. (to be noted on assignments returned to you or in class contributions). Issues of individual (or partner) grades will not be discussed during class time. I will be more than happy to field concerns during office hours or by appointment.  In the case of the midterm, I will go over it in class and will be glad to set up an appointment to discuss individual questions. If you are away from campus on an official college event, it is your responsibility to turn in your assignment early or send it with a classmate the day it is due in order to receive full credit. Similarly, if you miss one of the map checks, you will need to arrange a make-up time with the instructor ASAP.

 

GRADING SCALE

A 93-100

A- 91-92

B+ 88-90

B 83-87

B- 81-82

C+ 78-80

C 73-77

C- 71-72

D+ 68-70

D 63-67

D- 61-62

F 60 or below

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Integrity gives the educational enterprise its legitimacy.  Honesty, respect, and personal responsibility are principles that guide academic life at Furman, in and out of the classroom.  Academic misconduct in any form (plagiarism, cheating, inappropriate collaboration, and other efforts to gain an unfair academic advantage) threatens the values of the campus community and will have severe consequences, such as failure in the course, and/or suspension or dismissal from the university.

If you have any question about what constitutes plagiarism or any other form of academic misconduct, it is your responsibility to consult with me so that you will fully understand what I expect of you in this course.  If you have any doubts, ask!  You should also be familiar with the Academic Integrity & Plagiarism and Academic Integrity at Furman materials available at www.furman.edu/main/integrity.htm.  A copy of Furman’s policy on academic dishonesty can also be found at this site.

Furman University, the Education Department, and your professor are strongly committed to students performing as scholars while in all their courses.  Such a commitment means that we expect the highest standards in written and oral performances—including a student’s understanding and application of academic honesty and scholarly documentation of all work.  In this course, students will be expected to follow APA guidelines.  The professor will provide help for writing, presenting, and documenting. Additional assistance may be found at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_apa.html
DISABILITY STATEMENT

Students with disabilities who need accommodations should contact The Office of Disability Services, at 294-2322.  Please let me know early in the term if you do so.  All discussions will remain confidential.

OTHER CLASSROOM CONCERNS

· Cell phones, beepers, etc. are a big distraction; PLEASE turn off before coming to class as a common courtesy

· I have tried to anticipate as many classroom eventualities as possible, but if I need to make changes in the syllabus, I will make them clear in class and post these changes to the class web page 

· In case of a change in class schedule (a sick child or professional meetings most likely), I will try to send a group e-mail to all ASAP and also post it on the class web site

· Please e-mail your professor wisely!  Try to figure out the answer on your own first, BUT do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

· Please follow building regulations concerning food and drink; also take care of the chairs and desks; be especially careful with laptop computers
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