ENGLISH 64A: Senior Seminar on Milton
 DR. MARGARET OAKESPRIVATE 

Fall 2004, Modular 6, Tues. and Thurs 1-3




Office:  Riley Hall 109-I

Office Hours: Wed. 9-11 a.m.






  Office PH #: 294-3148
 E-mail: margaret.oakes@furman.edu 

           Home PH: 233-0170 (7 a.m.-9 p.m. only, please)

ENGLISH 64: MILTON

SYLLABUS

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES

Milton was probably the last of the “Renaissance men”: consummately learned, a brilliant poet, an active politician, able to write about religion, politics, and philosophy as well as create some of the most sublime works of English literature. We will read the majority of John Milton’s English poetry and selections from his major prose works. By the end of the course, students will attain the following abilities:
· To understand Milton’s poetry and prose in content, genre, and historical context;

· To implement what they have learned through a scholarly paper concerning one or more of Milton’s works and a presentation on some of its critical heritage;

· To recite from memory two hundred lines of Milton’s verse, representing a variety of forms

COURSE TEXTS

· John Milton, The Major Works, ed. Stephen Orgel and Jonathan Goldberg, Oxford UP

· The Cambridge Companion to Milton, ed. Dennis Danielson, Cambridge UP

· A Bible (you would do better NOT using a version with very modern language: the KJV, RSV, NRSV, NIV, Jerusalem or other Catholic Bible would be fine)

· Selected handouts, websites, and texts on reserve in the Duke Library

COURSE REQUIREMENTS (timely and successful completion of each is required to pass the course)

· 50%
Research Paper (including preparation of paper prospectus, peer review of other papers, and revision after peer review)

You will write a twenty page paper presenting a scholarly argument about some issue relating to Milton’s works. The prospectus is due Wednesday, October 20 at 1:00 p.m. Seminar papers are due Thursday, November 18 at 1:00 p.m.  Students will submit 4copies of their papers which will be distributed to me and three other seminar members for peer review. The reviews are due Tuesday, November 30 at 1:00 p.m. Students will take readers’ comments into consideration in making final revisions. Revised papers are due Thursday, December 9 at 1:00 p.m.

· 20%
Presentation

You will sign up to deliver a presentation and lead part of the discussion on a secondary work relevant to that day’s reading.

· 10%
Quizzes

There will be a quiz at the beginning of each class period to test basic comprehension and retention of the assigned reading. Quizzes cannot be made up. The lowest quiz grade will be dropped. 

· 10%
Memorization

You shall memorize and recite to me a minimum of 200 lines from the poetry we read during the term. Since Milton so greatly influenced the use of blank verse (see PL and PR), 100 of the memorized lines must be from his blank verse works.  Of the remaining 100 lines, you must display at least one example of the following forms: heroic couplets, tetrameter couplets, rime royale, Italian (or Miltonic) sonnets. There are days set aside in the syllabus specifically for recitations, but you may schedule this at any time during the term.

· 10%
Class Participation, including submission of discussion questions 

You must talk in class to get a passing grade, period (see below for more on class participation and attendance). In addition, you will be assigned days on which you will submit two discussion questions by email to me and the entire class.  One question must be based on a close reading of that day’s assignment; the other should address a secondary reading or the broader critical or historical issues (see your handout of Secondary Sources for ideas).  Questions must be submitted to the class website on Blackboard by 4:00 p.m. the day before the class meeting. (Note: discussion questions are useful for exploring potential paper topics).

Extra Opportunities
Miltonic Events: An activity popular around the country these days is a marathon reading of Paradise Lost. While I frankly cannot spare the time for an entire reading, we will have a couple of evenings available (with refreshments) to read aloud this monumental work for comprehension and the sheer pleasure of the poetry. In addition, we will meet at my house one evening for a dinner and the Haydn oratorio The Creation, based on two of Milton’s major poems. This will earn you no credit, but I am a good cook, it will be fun, and it will help you with your memorization.


We will also view the 1967 film Bedazzled, a British comedy featuring the brilliant Peter Cook, that discusses many of the same issues of heavenly rebellion, temptation, dealing with sin, etc.

COURSE POLICIES

1. Plagiarism:  Will not be tolerated in this course.  You are expected to know the Furman policies on this matter in the booklet “Plagiarism and Academic Integrity at Furman University” so ignorance is no excuse.  If you have a question about using cited material or someone’s comments from your peer workshops, please consult me to avoid problems.  Penalties for plagiarism may range from failure of an assignment to expulsion from the university, depending on the seriousness of the offense.

2. Attendance and Participation: Attendance – The attendance policy for this course is slightly different from the Furman policy.  You may miss five classes without a written medical, academic, or athletic excuse without penalty. After that, you will receive an F for the course.  Coming in excessively (15 minutes) late will count as an absence. 
Participation – the more you articulate and justify your opinions orally in class, the better you will be able to do so in writing.  Thoughtful questions as well as answers are definitely part of participating in discussions.  The emphasis will be on a discussion among class members, not a back-and-forth question and answer session between one individual and the instructor. For example, if you attend class every day but volunteer no comments or questions all quarter you will receive a D+ for participation, and your grade will go up from there according to the level of your engagement in the class discussion.  Sleeping, doing other work, or other obvious lack of engagement in class activities will lower your participation grade.
3. Papers:  Deadlines: By definition, there is no such thing as a late assignment in this class.  You have all of the assignments for this class well in advance of the due dates. Thus, you will receive a failing grade for any paper or other assignment not handed in or completed at the assigned time on the assigned date unless verifiable and unusual circumstances require you to make other arrangements with me well in advance. "Verifiable and unusual circumstances" do not include other course assignments, vacations or poor scheduling on your part.  If you have problems contact me as soon as possible. Please do not approach me the day before a paper is due to ask for an extension. Please do not come to me with stories of truculent printers and disks; I do not print out papers for people or accept email submissions of papers.


Papers will be evaluated on the quality of thought, awareness of the text’s issues and attention to appropriate form.  This means a paper with a point to argue, a logical presentation, judicious use of primary and secondary and evidence, and concise, grammatically correct writing. A sheet outlining paper requirements will be distributed with the paper assignment.

4. Students with Special Needs:  Students who may need academic accommodations must contact Donna Taylor, Coordinator of Disability Services (294-2322), in the Earle Infirmary Basement. Don’t procrastinate: do this EARLY in the term.

CLASS SCHEDULE

Will probably be modified, with some notice

NOTE: THE ENDNOTES FOR THE TEXTS ARE AT THE BACK OF THE OXFORD EDITION. YOU MUST READ THE NOTES OR YOU WON’T KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON AND CLASS DISCUSSION WILL LEAVE YOU IN THE DUST

	Tuesday, Sept. 14
	Introduction to the Course and Milton; Milton’s political poetry (handout)

	
	

	Thursday, Sept 16
	QUIZ ON THE READINGS

--Milton’s Early poetry: “On Shakespeare,” “Christ’s Nativity,” “Lycidas”

--Background reading: Introduction in Orgel; in Danielson, Shawcross p. 1; Evans p. 35; Virgil’s Eclogues (handout); Matt. 1.18 - 2.23; Luke 1.26 - 2.40; John 1.1 - 5, 9 - 14; Colossians 1.15 - 20; and Philippians 2.6 - 11.

--Discussion questions submitted by Coleman and Fessler (by 4 p.m. Wednesday)

HOMEWORK FOR TUESDAY:  Prepare for quiz on meter by reviewing the indicated webpages linked on the class Blackboard website.

	
	

	Tuesday, Sept. 21
	QUIZ ON METER, SCANSION, AND THE READINGS

--Milton’s Early poetry: “L’Allegro,” “El Penseroso,”  “Fair Infant”

--Background reading: Fish (on reserve) 

--Discussion questions submitted by Kemmerer and Labuff (by 4 p.m. Monday, and you get the point from here)

	
	

	Thursday, Sept. 23
	QUIZ ON THE READINGS

--A Masque (Comus)

--Background reading: in Danielson, Flanngan p. 21, Ovid, Metamorphoses BB

--Discussion questions submitted by Michel and Mize

	
	

	Tuesday, Sept. 28
	QUIZ ON THE READINGS

--Paradise Lost: Invocations and Arguments of each book

--Background reading: in Danielson, Johnson p. 65, Lewalski p. 79; Genesis Chaps. I-III (use any Bible, but Milton would probably have been reading the King James version)

--Discussion questions submitted by Patton and Perkins

	
	

	Thursday, Sept. 30
	QUIZ ON THE READINGS

--Paradise Lost: Books I and II (Satan and Pandaemonium)

--Background reading: --in Danielson, Carey p. 131; Griffin p. 243; from The Iliad Book VIII (handout); Romans 5.12 - 21.
--Discussion questions submitted by Puffer and Shipp

	
	

	Tuesday, Oct. 5
	QUIZ ON THE READINGS

--Paradise Lost: Book III (God)

--Background reading: in Danielson, Danielson p. 113; Psalm 2; review Colossians 1.15 - 20 and Philippians 2.5 - ll.
--Discussion questions submitted by Simms and Turnbull

	
	

	Thursday, Oct. 7
	QUIZ ON THE READINGS

--Paradise Lost: Books IV and V (Eden)

--in Danielson, McColley p. 147

--Discussion questions submitted by Wagener and Wells

	
	

	Tuesday, Oct. 12
	QUIZ ON THE READINGS

--Paradise Lost: Book VI (The War in Heaven)

--Discussion questions submitted by Windley and Coleman

	
	

	Thursday, Oct. 14
	QUIZ ON THE READINGS

--Paradise Lost: Books VII and VIII (Creation and Theological Discussions)

--Background reading: Genesis 1 and 2.
--Discussion questions submitted by Fessler and Kemmerer

	
	

	Tuesday, Oct. 19
	QUIZ ON THE READINGS

--Paradise Lost: Books IX and X (the Fall)

--Background reading: Genesis 3.1 - 21
--Discussion questions submitted by Labuff and Michel

	
	

	Wednesday, Oct. 20
	SEMINAR PAPER PROSPECTUS DUE

	
	

	Thursday, Oct. 21
	FALL BREAK

	
	

	Tuesday, Oct. 26
	QUIZ ON THE READINGS

--Paradise Lost: Books XI and XIII (the Aftermath)

--Background reading: in Danielson, Griffin p. 243 and Kerrigan p. 261; Romans 8.26 - 27; Genesis 4.1 - 16;    6.1 - 8; 7; 8.1 - 19; 11.1 - 9; Hebrews 11 and 12.1 - 4; Luke 1.26 - 38; and Genesis 3.22 - 25.

--Discussion questions submitted by Mize and Patton

	
	

	Rest of week
	Conferences on seminar papers

	
	

	Thursday, Oct. 28
	EVENING FILM – BEDAZZLED (the old one, not the stupid new one)

Hipp Hall 106, 7 p.m.

	Tuesday, Nov. 2
	QUIZ ON THE READINGS

--Paradise Regained
--Background reading: in Danielson, Radzinowicz p. 207

--Discussion questions submitted by Perkins and Puffer

	
	

	Thursday, Nov. 4
	QUIZ ON THE READINGS

--Samson Agonistes
--Background reading: in Danielson, Bennett p. 225; Judges 13 - 16
--Discussion questions submitted by Shipp and Simms

	
	

	Tuesday, Nov. 9
	QUIZ ON THE READINGS

--Prose tracts of social commentary: Of Education, Areopagitica

--Discussion questions submitted by Turnbull and Wagener

	
	

	Thursday, Nov. 11
	QUIZ ON THE READINGS

--Prose tracts of political commentary (all written during the time of the Civil War/Commonweath period): The Tenure of Kings and Magistrates, the Second Defense of the English People, The Ready and Easy Way

--Discussion questions submitted by Wells and Windley

	
	

	Tuesday, Nov. 16
	Work on paper

	
	

	Thursday, Nov. 18
	SEMINAR PAPER (five total copies) DUE

	
	

	Tuesday, Nov. 30
	PEER REVIEWS DUE AND SEMINAR PAPERS RETURNED

QUIZ ON THE READINGS

--Prose of religious commentary: from On Christian Doctrine

	
	

	Thursday, Dec. 2
	Conferences and Recitations



	Tuesday, Dec. 7
	Conferences and Recitations

	
	

	Thursday, Dec. 9
	REVISED SEMINAR PAPER DUE
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