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' THE DEMOCRATIC RATIFICATION.

The Unton-squave Demonstration—=The
Metropolitan Club Meoting—Specches
by Hon. A. J. Rogers, Gen, Wade
Hampton, Gov. Perry, of South Caro-
lina, and Others.

The Metropolitan Demooratic Club, holding
forth at the 8t, Augustine House, in Fouricenth.
street, near Union.square, ratificd tho Democratic
nominations with pyrotechnic displays, illumina-
tions and speeches. Hon, A. J. RoaErs, President
of the Club, lod off and was followed by Mr, ACKERS,
formerly of Missouri, but now of New-York. The
appearance of Gen, WADE Hamprox, formerly of the
Confederate Army, was the signal for considerible
cnthusiasm,

SPEECH OF GEN. WADE HAMPTON.

As Gen, HaMrTON took the stand one of the lan.
terns caught fire, and one of the crowd suggested
that the General could stand fire, {Laughter,]

Gen HampTOR 8ald: Citizens of New-York, I am
violating a rule that I imposed on myself when I
camé on here in addressing you—in epeaking at all

—and that T do violats thal rule is due solely to the
people of New-York, who have met us of the South
with such kindness and such coradiality.

Hore another of the lanterns at the rear of the
balcony took ‘fire, Gen. Hampron eaid: *Idon’t
like to have a fire In my roar,’’ [Laughter.]

Gen. HAMPTON continued: I came then solely
that I might thenk you for the courtesy that you
have extended tousand to all the Bouthern delegates,
and that I might explamn to you why it was that we
wera here, and what good we hoped might be effected
by our presence. It was determined by us when
we came on, that we would take no part—
no prominent part in the Convention—not
becauso we did not feel ourselves the equals of any
other delegation, but solely becanse we wore afraid
that if we of the South, cut off as wo have been for
the last few years trom the political world—we
were atfraid that if we should indicate our prefer.
ences, we might acoidentally select a man who would
bring defeat upon the great Democratic Party, We de-
tormined then that we would let the Democracy of the
United Bilates in convention assembled, indicate who
was L0 be their standard-bearer, and then that we
would come up in solid phalanx and pledgo our sup-
port to confirm the nomination, {Applause.] Acting
uvon that, we cast our vote tor the Presldent of the
United States, ANDREW JoHN8ON, [applause,)] who
had stood between us and ruin. We wished {oshow

. him that we appreciated that kindncss and to pay

' gallant ot

hmm the compliment that was due him, [Cries of
* Good.,”] 1t was, then, seemingiy the wish of the
Democraoy to take the groat young statesman from
Ohio, and, when that appeared to be the case, South
Carolina tendered him her support. Thon that dis.
tinguished - oldier, that son of Pennsylvania whom
I have met on many a bloody field—-[applause]—who,
I take great pleasure in saying, was one of the most
your soldiers—Gen. HANcoCk, [ap-
plause,] when his name was presented, we
took him up, and we voted to support him to the
last, and when the name of HORATIO SEYMUUR ot
New-York was presented, and State aiter Siate
roiled on aad swelled the grand column, our liitle
State came pext to your own at last and declared that
he was their choice emrphatically and fully, These,
gentlemen, were the reasons which induced us to
take the course we did. It we have been mistaken I
am sure of one thiug at least, that you will believa
that we have been inspiwred by but one single
motive—the success of the Democratic Party. [Ap-
plause.] It has been the earnest desire of the South
gince the war oclosed to join with the Democratio
Party; but, I want you &all to know ihat, if
we had been wiling to go to the Radical
Party, we could have made any terms that
we choss, but we determned to {aks defeat
with tue Democracy rather than by sacrificiug
our principles, gasin success with the Radicals,
[Applause.] We believed that if we were true—if we
were (rue to those principles, if we were true to our-
pelves—that God would not forsake us, and that these
broad prinoiples of liberty that underlie the princi.
ples of the Democratic Party would riumpa, and
that we would at least be free and delivered from the

ruin which bhas been impending over us, And
now, gentlemen, you of the North do not
know, you cannot conceive the condition

ot the Bouth, [A voice—*“Yes, by G—d I can,”}
Well, L am glad of it if you can. [The voice—*‘I have
been there.’] I wiil only siate a few tacts, for it is a
theme upon which I dare not trust myseilt to speak.
In the Legislature ot South Carolina, composed of
156 membera—in that Legislature, from whose halls
used to go as bigh intellect as ever came to the halls
of Congress—of these 156 members there are nearly
if not quite now 100 negroes, [Cries of *Bhame.’’]
These negroes, and all the Legislature, the whole
tax that they now are liable to pay amounts to $700
~[laugbter]—ot that abous $500 has been paid by one
ot the Qonservative members, And of the $200 that
is to be paid by negroes and carpet-baggers, half of
it is under exeoution, [Applause and laugnter.] Well,
that Legislature, composed in that way, has the right
to impose taxes on South Oarolina to the amount
of two miilions and a guarter of dollars, Now, gen.
tleman, 1t that State of things goes on, what will be
tneresult? Why, you know 1t yourselves, that in a
tew years from this time there will not be a white
man or woman or child in the State ot Soyth Caro-
lina, Jonly mention that as one of the Southern
Btates, Itis true that itis porhapsin a worse con-
ditiop than most of the others; but they are all af-
fected by that fearful calamity that is hanging overus,
and we can have no relhief unieas this great Demo-
oratic Party will come out and pledge itgelt that we
shall have a fair election~-that the white people of
the South shall vote; and I want you all to register
an oath that when they do vote that these votes shall
be gounted, and if there is a majority of white votes,
that you will place BE¥YMouUn and BLAIR in
the hite House, in spite of all the bay.
onets that shall bs brought agaivst them, I only
want to see the election fair, and if they ao that, even
with the incubus ot black rule, we can oarry the
Boutbern States. [Applause,] Gentlemen, as [ sard,
I ao not like to touch upon theso themes, [Ories of
g0 on, go on."’] I only propose to come here to give
my acknowledgments to you—to coms and tell you
sbat these nominations thats you have made will meet
with the hearty concurrence oi Southern men, I
wanted to tell you guatefully how gratified we have
besn at the reception that you have given tous, I
wunted to tell you that, though we foughtin good
faith, we laid down our armsin good faith, [Ape
p.ause.] I wantea you to beliavo that we were tnen
0. nounor, and when we erid war wo meant war, and
wa.n we 8aid psace we meant peace. [Applause,]
Noui that peace which the Radicals would give us;
(Cries of “No, no;"”] not that peace whioh

crasnes the Jite out of teu Staies; not that peace

Wuach places the ignorant negro over us, but peace
W all cur househo.ds, peaoe tarough all oux land=

TR L
tbat peace which the great Democratio Party has
8worn to.day in Tammany Hall thiss we shall bave,
[A voico—*You shall have it; you are our white
brothers,”] I appeal, gontlemen, to that sentiment,
T appeal to you in the name of the race. I appeal
to you by our common traditiors in the past,
I appoal to you by that time-honored South
Carolina that sent her soldiers to fight here anad in
Bosion, I appeal to you by the memories of the
Revolution—I appeal to you by sll the past, by every
hope of the future, to stand together, to give us
deliverance, and to give success to these nomina-
tions of men whom you have placed as your
standard-bearers to-day. [Applause,] now, gentle-
men, in the name of Bouth Carolina, in tha name
of the Bouthern Siates, in my own name,
I thank you for the courtesies you have extended to
us sinco we have been here, I thank you for this re-.
ception, and assure you that I shall take back to my
pecple no.hing but the most grateful memories ot
all your kindnesses, [Applause, during which Gov,
HaMPTION retired.]

Oiher speeches followed by Mr, ARERs, of Mis-
souri, Gov, PERRY, of South Carolins, and others,
and the meeting avjourned at & late hour with cheers
{or SEYMOUR &nd BLAIR,
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