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I. Multiple Choice (2 pts. each)
__D__1. Which of the following best describes the character of Joan from A Tribe Apart?

a. She has a close circle of friends who are deeply devoted to her throughout the book.

b. She has a positive relationship with her mother and confides in her on a daily basis.

c. She is consumed with thoughts about her sexuality.

d. She is extremely sensitive to all that is going on around her.

__A__2. In the “Bill for the More General Diffusion of Knowledge”, Thomas Jefferson argued for an education system that would

a. educate the people at large so as to prevent tyranny.

b. provide selected students from Virginia the opportunity to attend Harvard.

c. uphold the Christian traditions of the counties of Virginia.

d. make available for boys and girls at least a Grammar school education.

__B__3. What does Madame Esme have Billy Williams do for continually whining and disrupting class?

a. Suck on a lemon for an entire period

b. Teach the class himself

c. Organize the classroom library

d. Go to in-school-suspension

__C__4. At what level of schools would you be most likely to encounter Advisor/Advisee programs?

a. elementary schools

b. home schools

c. middle schools

d. high schools

__A__5. Which of the following arguments would most likely be used to argue that teaching is a profession?

a. To become a teacher, prospective applicants must complete a period of specialized training.

b. Teachers enjoy high prestige in American society.

c.  Most teachers stay at their jobs for a lifetime

d. Teachers are among the best paid of professional fields and are generally satisfied with their salaries.  

__D__6. Key components of the No Child Left Behind Act are:

a. teacher quality, flexibility for states and communities, reduced testing

b. accountability, greater federal spending, social promotion

c. accountability, school choice, greater federal spending

d. accountability, school choice, teacher quality

__A__7. Participants in Teach for America

a. often teach in large, urban school districts.

b. are placed in some of the highest performing schools in the country.

c. generally stay in teaching after two years.

d. are fully certified teachers.

__C__8. What area of study is Esme Codell’s true passion?

a. social studies

b. science

c. children’s literature

d. mathematics

__B__9. Gardner’s theory of Multiple Intelligences

a. emphasizes the importance of linguistic intelligences above all others.

b. assumes that students learn in many different ways.

c. is reflected on most standardized tests.

d. encourages repetitive learning and short answers.

__A__10. Which of the following statements best describes the characteristics of approximately 75 percent of elementary and secondary teachers in the United States? 

a. They are white women. 

b. They have master's degrees. 

c. They are dissatisfied with the intellectual challenges of their positions.

d. They are white men. 

__A__11. According to the author of A Tribe Apart, what makes Mr. Ward, the journalism instructor, such an effective teacher?

a. His ability to combine learning with real life

b. His rigorous academic expectations

c. His close friendships with his students

d. His eagerness to tackle controversial issues with the school newspaper

__C__12. Which colonial region resisted joining the common school movement? 

a. Midwest

b. New England 

c. Southern 

d. Middle Atlantic

__D__13. According to most educators, the most stressful year of teaching is 

a. the last year before retirement.

b. the tenure year.

c. the burn-out year midway through your career.

d. the first year.

__B__14. The acquisition of knowledge, learning strategies, and the development of citizenship skills are all components of which basic student need? 

a. social

b. academic

c. psychological

d. physical

__D__15. Which type of school setting is the most likely to struggle with offering enough courses to meet college entrance requirements? 

a. alternative schools 

b. urban schools 

c. suburban schools 

d. rural schools

II. Key terms or concepts (5 points each)- Identity or describe SIX of the following and relate to class content or readings where possible/ necessary.

(ex. Horace Mann- Horace Mann was a leader in the common school movement.  He was a state legislator from Massachusetts and headed the state’s board of education.  We read his 3rd annual report, which talked about the importance of public libraries)

1. A Nation at Risk- 1983 report by the government claiming that the U.S. school system was failing; brought about a number of changes in public education (need to focus on results for full credit)

2. Bridges- Program described by Dr. Chandler; Greenville area students; run through Furman; seeks out motivated students; most of emphasis in the summer, some in the school year (other details fine)

3. Looping- takes place (usually at elementary grades) when teachers stay with students for more than one year at a time; (must provide rationale)- gives students more continuity, don’t have to start each year with new routines

4. Value Added Assessment- William Sanders (need name); system which quantifies progress made by students on a yearly basis (importance of good teachers)

5. Catherine Beecher- featured in Schools video; early proponent of having women teachers; wanted to make it a “profession”

6. James Conant- president of Harvard 1959 (don’t need); proposed large, comprehensive American high school; more class offerings; big influence on having large public schools; tracking

7. National Board of Professional Teaching Standards- organization which has attempted to heighten the prestige of the teaching profession; teachers go through year long process to be certified; often comes with higher pay (Five Core Propositions)

8. Old Deluder Satan Act- Massachusetts law passed to encourage schooling; religious purpose; first major attempt at education in the colonies

III. Book quote analysis (10 pts. each)

Educating Esme- “Well, I don’t think it’s anything to be proud of.  I don’t want to play mama, I can’t play mama.  They need a real mama. And they need a real teacher.” 

1) Describe the quote, relating it to the context of the novel

AND

2) Based on our discussions of families and schooling relate it to the role of teachers in today’s schools

Answers will vary, BUT specifics from the novel are needed.  The students in Esme’s class often came from disadvantaged home lives and in a way, Esme was a parent figure to many of these children.  (examples: Teaching with a two year old; Watching students get hit in front of her; She even had a student spend the night at her house on one occasion.

With families and schooling, from what we heard from Ed Marshall and elsewhere, families have a huge impact on a child’s education and often can be a strong predictor of student performance.  Many more single-parent, non-traditional families; Teachers have enough to do, being a surrogate parent makes it even more difficult.
b. A Tribe Apart- “ My opinion of school is that it is hell, and people are a bunch of morons—teachers are morons, hypocrites, and there are too many stupid rules like you can’t talk back to your teacher even though most of the time they deserve it.”  - Brendon

Describe what is meant by an at risk student and how, based on this quote and his personal actions, Brendon qualifies under this category.  

Answers will vary, but an at risk student (if not defined, –3) is one who shows signs of dropping out of school; see notes for other characteristics

Must describe quote—obviously Brendon’s needs are not being met at school; he likes art, but little else

What qualifies him as at risk: frequent absences; impulsive behavior; class clown; drug dealer; male
IV. Essay- Historical Analysis  (20 pts.)- In a clear and concise response, please trace changes in ONE of the following areas over the course of the history of American education:

1. The education of African-American students

OR

2. The promotion of “excellence” in education

Use Farris, assigned readings, notes, videos, etc. to denote these changes.  You need to include at least 4 specific events, court cases, laws, etc. in order to receive full credit.

Key events:

1. African-American students:

Roberts case in Boston (from video)

Creation of Freedmen’s Bureau (more schools throughout the South)

Creation of African-American colleges (Tuskegee, Bethune-Cookman)

Plessy vs. Ferguson (Separate But Equal)

Brown vs. Board of Education (overturns S.B.E.)

Civil Rights Act (ten years later begin to see more integration in schools

Swann vs. Charlotte Meck (busing of students to achieve integration)

Other comments about the unequal education of African-Americans in South Carolina 

(4 pts. per event-- 4 points for how well summarized the big picture—progress from no education, to separate to integration, still lots of strides to be made if education is to truly be equal—had to mention Brown vs. Board for full credit)

2. Excellence:

Gary plan- moved away from learning just for academics (education whole person)

7 Cardinal principles and 8 year study (more of educating the whole)

Sputnik –1957 (we need more math and science) 

A Nation at Risk (we need higher standards)

No Child Left Behind (we need higher quality teachers)

(4 pts. per event—4 points for how well summarized the big picture—back and forth between education of the “whole child” and high academic standards—had to mention the final two events for full credit)

